LONGVIEW COGNITIVE CAPITAL SEMINARS: 
SEMINAR 3: SCHOOLING AND EARLY ADOLESCENCE
Gill Sutherland overview in seminar 1. 

Changing educational context of birth cohort studies analysis of the data they have collected - across cohorts and within cohorts across time during the middle school years

· What can we learn substantively that can be used for policy?
· What should be aware of methodologically in judging the evidence? 

Educational contexts: Three key issues: 

· Length of secondary schooling – statutory school leaving age  

· Age of transfer and type of school transferred to 

· Qualifications and curriculum routes 

All are clearly important in shaping, in our terms, the accumulation of cognitive capital through schooling and how it is distributed in the population as a whole

SCHOOL LEAVING AGE: (SLIDE 1) 
The shift in what governments considered essential education to be is enormous:
1. Before 1914 school leaving age was initially 11 and then 12. Secondary school was like university today. 
2. From 1914 school leaving age was 14 mostly achieved in all age elementary schools
3. 50 years later the Butler 1944 Education act raised the leaving age to 15, implemented in 1947, with the aspiration of raising it to 16 later
4. In 1971 the leaving age was raised to 16

SELECTIVE EDUCATION (SLIDE 2)
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) principles carried into the 1944 Act of three kinds of aptitude requiring there types of school to nurture them: 
· ‘the scholarly’ – grammars; 
· ‘the technical’ - technical schools; 
· ‘the essentially practical’ - secondary moderns

Dramatic rise in comprehensive education 0-90%
& decline in secondary moderns 75% to 8%

Slower decline of grammar schools 22% to 5%  
COHORT STUDIES LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK (SLIDE 3)
1. 1946 cohort could leave at 14/15; school certificate 

2. 1958 cohort could leave at 15; 42% comprehensive; GCE ‘O’ Levels (and ‘A’ Levels) available; CSEs available 
3. 1970 cohort could leave at 16; 88% comprehensive; tail-end of ‘O levels’ before GCSE introduced  

4. 1992 (ALSPAC) could leave at 16; 90% comprehensive; GCSE ( and ‘A’ Levels)  available
5. Changing array of types of schools: comps diversified into Grant Maintained,  (now) Trust Schools, Academies    
