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Trends in leading indicators

Percentage of live births defined as low birth 
weight, England and Wales  

Source: Child Mortality Statistics 2008, O�ce for National Statistics (2010).
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Percentage achieving five GCSEs A*–C 
including English and maths, England  
(FSM, Non-FSM and gap)

Source: GCSE and Equivalent Attainment by Pupil Characteristics 2009/10, Department for Education (2011)
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Annex A 
Trends in leading indicators and future work to 
develop them

Percentage achieving at least Level 4 at  
Key Stage 2 in English and maths, England  
(FSM, Non-FSM and gap)

Source: Key Stage 2 Attainment by Pupil Characteristics 2009/10 (provisional), Department for Education (2011)
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Participation in learning: percentage of 18-24 
year olds participating in education or training 
(full or part time)

Source: Department for Business, Innovation and Skills
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Youth Labour Market Performance: percentage 
of 18-24 year olds not in full-time education 
who are workless

Source: Department for Work and Pensions, using O
ce for National Statistics, Labour Market Statistics, Statistical bulletin
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Workless Rate of those not in full-time education (RHS)

Percentage achieving A-Level qualifications by  
age 19, England (FSM, non-FSM and gap)

NB: In this instance, ‘A-Levels’ includes 2+ A-Levels or equivalent AS-Levels, AS levels, AVCEs and Advanced GNVQs
Source: Department for Education
Attainment by age 19 relates to young people turning 19 by the end of the academic year. FSM status is determined 
by whether the young person received free school meals at academic age 15.
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Participation in higher education at age 19, 
England (FSM at age 15, non-FSM at age 15  
and gap)

Source: Department for Business, Innovation and Skills: matched HESA/NPD
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NB: Other level 3 qualifications, equivalent to two A-Levels, includes Apprenticeships, NVQ L3 and VRQ L3
Source: Department for Education
Attainment by age 19 relates to young people turning 19 by the end of the academic year. FSM status is determined 
by whether the young person received free school meals at academic age 15.
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Future work to improve indicators
The Government will carry out further work 
to improve the data available and enhance the 
indicators highlighted in Chapter 6.

Foundation Years
Child development at age two to three
In the consultation on the Public Health Outcomes 
Framework,1 the Government committed to 
work over the next 12 to 18 months to explore 
the potential to develop an indicator of young 
children’s health and well-being at age two to 
three, building on existing measures of children’s 
development. This will reflect the importance of 
parenting and neurological development during 
pregnancy and the early years of life. This work will 
also explore whether the indicator can measure 
gaps in development between children from 
different social and income backgrounds.

School readiness at age five
Further to the recommendations of Frank 
Field’s Independent Poverty and Life Chances 
Review2 and Dame Clare Tickell’s Review of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage,3 the Government 
will be considering its approach to assessment 
and measurement for the Foundation Years. 
The Department for Education will develop a 
measure of gaps in school readiness at age five 
between children from different social and income 
backgrounds.

School years
GCSE attainment by school deprivation
The Department for Education will develop an 
indicator looking at the percentage achieving the 
new ‘basics’ measure at GCSE. This indicator 
will measure attainment at the most deprived 
schools and the least deprived schools, and the gap 
between them. Further work is needed to develop 
a meaningful and statistically robust measure.

Comparing state school performance with the 
highest attaining independent schools
This strategy aims to narrow the gaps in attainment 
both between the most disadvantaged and others, 
and between those at the top and those in the 
middle. To help indicate our progress in the latter, 

the Government is developing a more aspirational 
indicator that compares the attainment of children 
in independent school with those in state schools.

We will also keep under review free school meals 
as a basis for the indicators which measure the 
gaps in attainment between the most and least 
disadvantaged.

Transition years
Employment and participation in education
The Government is committed to developing an 
indicator that looks at the influence of different 
social and economic backgrounds in determining 
whether young people are employed or are 
participating in education or training during their 
late teenage years or early adulthood. We will do 
this as we refine the whole indicator set.

Higher education destinations
The Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills will explore the available evidence base and 
scope out the feasibility of reporting on a graduate 
destinations indicator in the longer term by family 
background. Further work is needed to develop a 
meaningful and statistically robust measure.

At present the annual Destination of Leavers 
from Higher Education survey is used to measure 
graduate outcomes six months after graduation. 
This covers 80% of graduates. It is followed up 
by a less frequent survey of a smaller sample of 
graduates three and a half years after graduation. 
The Higher Education Funding Council for England 
use this to publish Employment Performance 
Indicators for each institution, looking at the 
proportion of graduates who progress to further 
study or employment six months after graduation. 
However, this cannot be used to segment 
graduates by their social background. Further work 
will explore a range of potential measures of social 
background that could do this.

Access to most selective institutions
The Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills will work with the Higher Education Funding 
Council for England to produce a measure of 
the gap between state and independent school 
students going on to the most selective higher 
education institutions. Data will be restricted to 
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young entrants for whom there is information 
on school attended. Institutions will need to be 
ranked according to the data on prior qualification 
of entrants.

Adulthood
There are a number of areas in the adulthood life 
stage – particularly access to the professions and 
workplace progression – where the development 
of indicators is a priority. Further work will be 
carried out by the Departments for Business, 
Innovation and Skills and Work and Pensions, 
along with relevant stakeholders, to develop more 
effective indicators of social mobility in these areas. 
This will include the development of gap indicators 
that look at the experiences of people from 
different family backgrounds. The Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills will also continue to 
support the Professions Collaborative Forum in 
its work on helping professional bodies to embed 
the social mobility and fair access agenda into their 
strategic plans and to measure their progress on 
widening access to the professions.
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Timing Action Owner(s)

April 2011 £1 billion New Homes Bonus introduced Department for Communities 
and Local Government

April 2011 Early Intervention Grant formally introduced Department for Education

April 2011 First Pupil Premium funding payable Department for Education

April 2011 – 
April 2012

New approaches to delivering free early 
education for disadvantaged two-year-olds 
trialled and roll out begun

Department for Education

May 2011 Revised Business Plans published, including 
new social mobility indicators

HM Treasury

Cabinet Office

May 2011 Open Public Services White Paper published HM Treasury

Cabinet Office

May 2011 Evidence on ‘what works’ in raising the 
attainment of disadvantaged pupils published 

Department for Education

May 2011 Government response to Wolf review of 
vocational education published

Department for Education

Spring 2011 Consultation on Parental Leave and Flexible 
Working

Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

Spring 2011 Higher Education White Paper published Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

July 2011 Whitehall Internship Scheme piloted Cabinet Office

Summer 2011 Foundation Years Policy Statement published Department for Education

Summer 2011 Housing Strategy Paper published Department for Communities 
and Local Government

Summer 2011 Final Report of the Graham Allen Review 
published

–

Annex B 
Key milestones
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Timing Action Owner(s)

Summer 2011 Work Programme launched Department for Work and 
Pensions

Summer 2011 National Citizen Service piloted Cabinet Office

Summer 2011 Contracts for online and helpline family 
services awarded

Department for Education

September 2011 First Free Schools opened Department for Education

October 2011 First grants through the Education 
Endowment Fund awarded

Department for Education

Autumn 2011 Education Bill: Royal Assent, subject to 
Parliamentary approval

Department for Education

Autumn 2011 ‘Inspiring the Future’ launched Education Employers Taskforce 
(with the Department for 
Education)

2011 Participation Strategy published Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

Department for Education

Department for Work and 
Pensions

January 2012 New measures in performance tables 
on achievement of pupils covered by the 
Pupil Premium published

Department for Education

2011/2012 New affordable housing delivery model 
introduced

Department for Communities 
and Local Government

2011–2014 £4.5 billion invested in affordable housing Department for Communities 
and Local Government

April 2012 Community Infrastructure Levy reformed Department for Communities 
and Local Government

April 2012 Social landlords given freedom to offer more 
flexible tenancy arrangements

Department for Communities 
and Local Government

April 2012 National Home Swap scheme introduced Department for Communities 
and Local Government

April 2012 All-Age Careers Service rolled out Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

April 2012– 
September 2013

Free early education for disadvantaged two-
year-olds rolled out nationally

Department for Education
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Timing Action Owner(s)

Spring 2012 First Report of the Social Mobility and Child 
Poverty Commission published

–

July 2012 Apprenticeships programme expanded so 
that funding is available to train over 360,000 
apprentices at all ages in 2011/12 academic 
year

Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

Department for Education

September 2012 New Higher Education funding regime in 
place

Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

September 2012 Schools to publish first annual online 
statement about how they have used the 
Pupil Premium

Department for Education

September 2012 New students from families with incomes 
of £25,000 or less who are starting courses 
from September 2012 entitled to a more 
generous full maintenance grant for higher 
education of £3,250 a year, in addition to up-
front loans for tuition and living costs

Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

September 2012 Part-time university students entitled, for the 
first time, to a loan for tuition on the same 
basis as full-time students, and no longer have 
to pay upfront for tuition costs

Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

October 2012 Eligible students benefit from National 
Scholarship Programme

Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

2012 New Birth Cohort Study launched Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills

April 2013 New ‘destination measure’ for young people 
who have left school published

Department for Education

September 2013 Participation age raised to 17 Department for Education

March 2015 Family Nurse Partnership programme 
doubled in capacity

Department of Health

September 2015 Participation age raised to 18 Department for Education



Opening Doors, Breaking Barriers: A Strategy for Social Mobility82

Executive summary
1	 Gregg P and Goodman A, Poorer Children’s educational 

attainment: how important are attitudes and behaviours?, 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2010).

2	 lbid.

3	 Sutton Trust, Responding to the New Landscape for 
University Access (2010).

4	 Buxton J et al, The long shadow of  childhood: associations 
between parental social class and own social class, 
educational attainment and timing of  first birth; results 
from the Office for National Statistics Longitudinal Study, 
Population Trends 2005 121:17–26 (2005).

5	 Blanden J and Machin S, Recent Changes in 
Intergenerational Mobility in Britain, Sutton Trust (2007).

6	 Sutton Trust, The Educational Backgrounds of  Leading 
Lawyers, Journalists, Vice Chancellors, Politicians, Medics 
and Chief  Executives (2009).

7	 Blanden J, How Much Can We Learn from International 
Comparisons of  Intergenerational Mobility?, Centre for the 
Economics of  Education Discussion Paper III (2009).

8	 Gregg P and Goodman A, Poorer Children’s educational 
attainment: how important are attitudes and behaviours?, 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2010).

9	 Department for Education, GCSE and Equivalent 
Attainment by Pupil Characteristics in England 2009/10, 
Statistical First Release (2010).

10	 Department for Education, The Importance of  Teaching: 
The Schools White Paper (2010).

11	 Gregg P and Goodman A, Poorer Children’s educational 
attainment: how important are attitudes and behaviours?, 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2010).

12	 Department for Education, NEET Statistics – Quarterly 
Brief Labour Force Survey Q4 2010 (2011).

13	 Hoare A and Johnston R, Widening participation through 
admissions policy – a British case study of  school and 
university performance Studies in Higher Education 36(1) 
(2011).

14	 Sutton Trust, The Educational Backgrounds of  Leading 
Lawyers, Journalists, Vice Chancellors, Politicians, Medics 
and Chief  Executives (2009).

Introduction  Fairness as social mobility
1	 HM Government, The Coalition: our programme for 

government (2010).

2	 In today’s prices. Data taken from Sutton Trust, 
The Mobility Manifesto (2010), based on a model 
developed in Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, The High Cost of  Low Educational 
Performance: The long-run economic impact of  improving 
PISA outcomes (2010).

3	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).  

Chapter 1  Social mobility – evidence and 
trends
1	 While the data presented in this section refer to 

different territorial areas, similar patterns can be 
observed in each of  the four nations of  the UK.

2	 Blanden J, How Much Can We Learn from International 
Comparisons of  Intergenerational Mobility? Centre for 
the Economics of  Education Discussion Paper III 
(2009). There are wide statistical confidence intervals 
in international estimates of  income mobility, and the 
authors caution against creating a ‘league table’.

3	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).

4	 Feinstein L, Inequality in the early cognitive development 
of  British children in the 1970 Cohort, Economica 
70(277):73–97 (2003).

5	 Department for Children, Schools and Families, Schools 
Analysis and Research Division, Measuring Progress at 
Pupil, School and National Levels (2009).

6	 Department for Education, NEET Statistics – Quarterly 
Brief Labour Force Survey Q4 2010 (2011).

References



83

(2009); d’Addio A, Intergenerational Transmission of  
Disadvantage: Mobility or Immobility across Generations? A 
review of  the evidence for OECD countries, Organisation 
for Economic  
Co-operation and Development (2007); Pickett R and 
Wilkinson K, The Spirit Level: Why equality is better for 
everyone (2009).

24	 Refer to, for example, Saunders P, Beware False Prophets: 
Equality, the Good Society and The Spirit Level, Policy 
Exchange (2010); Solon G, Cross-country differences in 
intergenerational earnings mobility, Journal of  Economic 
Perspectives 16(3):59–66 (2002).

25	 Data on intergenerational income social mobility are 
taken from Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development, Economic Policy Reforms: Going for 
Growth (2010). Data on income inequality are taken 
from United Nations Development Programme, Human 
Development Report 2009: Overcoming barriers – Human 
mobility and development (2009).

26	 Marmot M, Fair Society, Healthy Lives – Strategic review 
of  health inequalities in England post-2010 (2010).

27	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 
becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

28	 Refer to, for example, Jefferis B et al, Birth weight, 
childhood socioeconomic environment, and cognitive 
development in the 1958 British birth cohort study, 
British Medical Journal 325(7359):305 (2002).

Chapter 2  Foundation Years
1	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 

becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

2	 Marmot M, Fair Society, Healthy Lives – Strategic review of  
health inequalities in England post-2010 (2010); Field F, 
The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children becoming 
poor adults – The report of  the Independent Review on 
Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

3	 Blanden J and Machin S, Recent Changes in 
Intergenerational Mobility in Britain, Sutton Trust (2007).

4	 Marmot M, Fair Society, Healthy Lives – Strategic review of  
health inequalities in England post-2010 (2010); Field F, 
The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children becoming 
poor adults – The report of  the Independent Review on 
Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

5	 Sylva K et al, The Effective Provision of  Pre-school 
Education (EPPE) Project: Final report, Department for 
Education and Skills and the Institute of  Education, 
University of  London (2004); Hobcraft J and Kiernan 
K, Predictive Factors from Age 3 and Infancy for Poor 
Outcomes at Age 5 Relating to Children’s Development, 
Behaviour and Health: Evidence from the Millennium 
Cohort Study, University of  York (2010).

7	 Higher Education Funding Council for England, Trends in 
Young Participation for England (2010).

8	 National Equality Panel, An Anatomy of  Economic 
Inequality in the UK, Government Equalities Office 
(2010).

9	 Refer to, for example, Chowdry H et al, Widening 
Participation in Higher Education: Analysis using linked 
administrative data, Institute for Fiscal Studies Working 
Paper W10/04 (2010).

10	 Refer to, for example, Disney R et al, What is a Public 
Sector Pension Worth? Institute for Fiscal Studies Working 
Paper W07/17 (2007).

11	 Sutton Trust, The Educational Backgrounds of  Leading 
Lawyers, Journalists, Vice Chancellors, Politicians, Medics 
and Chief  Executives (2009).

12	 Blanden J and Machin S, Recent Changes in 
Intergenerational Mobility in Britain, Sutton Trust (2007).

13	 Goldthorpe J and Jackson M, Intergenerational class 
mobility in contemporary Britain: Political concerns 
and empirical findings, British Journal of  Sociology 
58(4):525–546 (2007).

14	 Blanden J et al, Intergenerational Persistence in Income and 
Social Class: The impact of  increased inequality, Centre 
for Market and Public Organisation Working Paper 
08/195 (2008).

15	 Gregg P and MacMillan A, Family Income and Education 
in the Next Generation: Exploring income gradients in 
education for current cohorts of  youth, Centre for Market 
and Public Organisation Working Paper 09/223 (2009).

16	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).

17	 HM Treasury, Budget 2010 ( June 2010).

18	 Office for Budget Responsibility, Economic and fiscal 
outlook – March 2011 (2011).

19	 UK Commission for Employment and Skills, Working 
Futures 2007–2017 (2008).

20	 National Equality Panel, An Anatomy of  Economic 
Inequality in the UK, Government Equalities Office 
(2010).

21	 All data below taken from National Equality Panel, An 
Anatomy of  Economic Inequality in the UK, Government 
Equalities Office (2010).

22	 HM Government, The Equality Strategy – Building a fairer 
Britain (2010).

23	 Refer to, for example, Corak M, Do Poor Children 
Become Poor Adults? Lessons From A Cross Country 
Comparison Of  Generational Earnings Mobility, Institute 
for the Study of  Labor (IZA) Discussion Paper 1993 
(2006); Andrews D and Leigh A, More inequality, less 
social mobility, Applied Economics Letters 16:1489–92 



Opening Doors, Breaking Barriers: A Strategy for Social Mobility84

Chapter 3  School years
1	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 

(2011). 

2	 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, Programme for International Student 
Assessment 2009 (2010).

3	 Gregg P and Goodman A (eds), Poorer Children’s 
Educational Attainment: How important are attitudes and 
behaviours? Joseph Rowntree Foundation (2010).

4	 Department for Education, The Importance of  Teaching: 
The Schools White Paper 2010 (2010).

5	 lbid.

6	 Slater H et al, Do Teachers Matter? Measuring the variation 
in teacher effectiveness in England, Centre for Market and 
Public Organisation Working Paper 09/212 (2009).

7	 Department for Education data. Includes entries for 
vocationally related qualifications (VRQs), National 
Vocational Qualifications (NVQs) and Business and 
Technology Education Council (BTEC) vocational 
qualifications; excludes General National Vocational 
Qualifications (GNVQs) and vocational GCSEs.

8	 Wolf  A, Review of  Vocational Education – The Wolf  
Report (2011).

9	 Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development, Programme for International Student 
Assessment 2006 (2007).

10	 Department for Education, GCE/Applied GCE A/AS 
and Equivalent Examination Results in England, 2009/10 
(Provisional) (2010).

11	 Sutton Trust, The Educational Backgrounds of  Leading 
Lawyers, Journalists, Vice Chancellors, Politicians, Medics 
and Chief  Executives (2009); Sutton Trust, Responding to 
the New Landscape for University Access (2010).

12	 Department for Education, The Case for Change (2010).

13	 Slavin R et al, Effective Programs for Struggling Readers: 
A best-evidence synthesis, Center for Data-Driven 
Reform in Education (CDDRE), Johns Hopkins 
University (2009).

14	 Lindsay G et al, Parenting Early Intervention Programme: 
2nd interim report, Centre for Educational Development, 
Appraisal and Research (CEDAR), University of  
Warwick (2010).

15	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).

16	 http://www.speakers4schools.org

6	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 
becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

7	 Allen G, Early Intervention: The next steps – An 
independent report to Her Majesty’s Government (2011).

8	 Tickell C, The Early Years: Foundations for life, health and 
learning (2011).

9	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 
becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

10	 Department of  Health, Health Visitor Implementation 
Plan 2011–15: A call to action (2011).

11	 Sylva K et al, The Effective Provision of  Pre-school 
Education (EPPE) Project: Findings from Pre-school to end 
of  Key Stage 1 (2004).

12	 Sylva K et al, Final Report from the Primary Phase: 
Pre-school, school and family influences on children’s 
development during Key Stage 2 (age 7-11), (2008); 
Sammons P et al, Influences on Children’s Cognitive and 
Social Development in Year 6 (2008).

13	 Lexmond J et al, The Home Front, Demos (2011).

14	 Blanden J et al, Explaining Intergenerational Income 
Persistence: Non-cognitive skills, ability and education, 
Centre for Market and Public Organisation Working 
Paper 06/146 (2006).

15	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 
becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

16	 Moran P et al, What works in Parenting Support? A Review 
of  the International Evidence (2004).

17	 NICE, TA102 Conduct disorder in children – parent-
training/education programmes (2006).

18	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 
becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

19	 Department for Children, Schools and Families, 
Customer Voice Research – Family Relationship Support, 
Sherbert Research (2010).

20	 Department of  Health, The Pregnancy Book (2009).

21	 Department of  Health, Birth to Five (2009).

22	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing poor children 
becoming poor adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

23	 Education Bill 2010-11, http://services.parliament.uk/
bills/2010-11/education.html

24	 Sylva K et al, The Effective Provision of  Pre-school 
Education (EPPE) Project: Findings from Pre-school to end 
of  Key Stage 1 (2004).



References 85

14	 Harris M, What More Can Be Done to Widen Access 
to Highly Selective Universities? Office for Fair Access 
(2010).

15	 Office for Fair Access, Trends in Young Participation by 
Selectivity of  Institution (2010).

16	 Secretary of  State for Business, Innovation and Skills and 
Minister for Universities and Science, Guidance to the 
Director of  Fair Access (2011).

17	 Russell Group, Informed choices, A Russell Group guide to 
making decisions about post-16 education (2011).

18	 Smith J and Naylor R, Determinants of  degree 
performance in UK universities: A statistical analysis of  
the 1993 student cohort. Oxford Bulletin of  Economics 
and Statistics 63 (2001); Higher Education Funding 
Council for England, Schooling Effects on Higher 
Education Achievement. Issues Paper 2003/32 (2003); 
Smith J and Naylor R, Schooling effects of  subsequent 
university performance: evidence for the UK university 
population. Economics of  Education Review 24 (2005); 
Kirkup C et al, Use of  an Aptitude Test in University 
Entrance: A validity study. Department for Business, 
Innovation and Skills Research Paper 26 (2010).

19	 Ogg T, Zimdars A and Heath A, Schooling effects on 
degree performance: a comparison of  the predictive 
validity of  aptitude testing and secondary school grades 
at Oxford University. British Educational Research Journal 
35(5) (2009).

20	 Hoare A and Johnston R, Widening participation 
through admissions policy – a British case study of  
school and university performance. Studies in Higher 
Education 36(1) (2011).

21	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).

22	 Department for Education, Youth Cohort Study and 
Longitudinal Study of  Young People in England: The 
activities and experiences of  18 year olds: England 2009 
(2010).

Chapter 5  Adulthood
1	 Panel on Fair Access to the Professions, Unleashing 

Aspiration: The final report of  the Panel on Fair Access to 
the Professions (2009).

2	 Ibid.

3	 Ibid.

4	 Ibid.

5	 Macmillan L, Social Mobility and the Professions. 
Submission to the Panel on Fair Access to the 
Professions. Centre for Market and Public Organisation 
(2009).

6	 Submission by the Sutton Trust to the Panel on Fair 
Access to the Professions (2009).

Chapter 4  Transition years
1	 Social Exclusion Unit, Bridging the Gap: New opportunities 

for 16–18 year olds not in employment, education or 
training (1999).

2	 Office for National Statistics, Annual Survey of  Hours 
and Earnings (2010); Department for Innovation, 
Universities and Skills, Higher Education at Work – High 
skills: High value (2008); Department for Children, 
Schools and Families, Raising Expectations: Staying in 
education and training post-16 (2007).

3	 Department for Children, Schools and Families, Drivers 
and Barriers to Educational Success – Evidence from the 
Longitudinal Study of  Young People in England (2009).

4	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).

5	 Fuller A and Davey G, Equality Groups and Apprenticeship 
– Equality and Human Rights Commission Triennial Review: 
Education (Lifelong Learning). School of  Education, 
University of  Southampton (2010); Department for 
Education internal analysis (2010).

6	 Wolf  A, Review of  Vocational Education – The Wolf  
Report (2011).

7	 McIntosh S, A Cost Benefit Analysis of  Apprenticeships 
and Other Vocational Qualifications. Sheffield University 
Management School, Research Report RR834 (2007).

8	 McIntosh S, A Cost Benefit Analysis of  Apprenticeships 
and Other Vocational Qualifications. Sheffield University 
Management School, Research Report RR834 (2007); 
Hasluck C et al, The Net Benefit to Employer Investment 
in Apprenticeship Training. Institute for Employment 
Research (2008).

9	 Young People’s Learning Agency, 16–19 Funding 
Statement (2010).

10	 Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, Skills for 
Sustainable Growth (2010).

11	 In today’s valuation and net of  taxes. 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, The Economic 
Benefits of  Higher Education Qualifications: A report 
produced for the Royal Society of  Chemistry and the 
Institute of  Physics (2005); O’Leary N and Sloane P, 
The return to a university education in Great Britain, 
National Institute Economic Review 193: (2005); 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, The Economic Benefits of  
a Degree. Universities UK Research Report (2007).

12	 Higher Education Funding Council for England, Trends 
in Young Participation in Higher Education: Core results for 
England. Issues Paper (2010).

13	 National Equality Panel, An Anatomy of  Economic 
Inequality in the UK. Government Equalities Office 
(2010).



Opening Doors, Breaking Barriers: A Strategy for Social Mobility86

Chapter 6  Strategy to action –  
next steps
1	 Jefferis B, Power C and Hertzmann C, Birth weight, 

childhood socio-economic environment and cognitive 
development in the 1958 British Birth Cohort Study British 
Medical Journal (2002).

2	 See for example Field F, The Foundation Years: preventing 
poor children becoming poor adults – The report of  the 
Independent Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

3	 Jenkins A, Greenwood C and Vignoles A, The Returns to 
Qualifications in England: Updating the Evidence Base on 
Level 2 and Level 3 Vocational Qualifications. Centre for 
the Economics of  Education (2007).

4	 See for example Jenkins A, Greenwood C and Vignoles 
A, The Returns to Qualifications in England: Updating 
the Evidence Base on Level 2 and Level 3 Vocational 
Qualifications. Centre for the Economics of  Education 
(2007).

5	 See for example National Equality Panel, An Anatomy 
of  Economic Inequality Government Equalities Office 
(2010).

6	 Jenkins A, Greenwood C and Vignoles A, The Returns to 
Qualifications in England: Updating the Evidence Base on 
Level 2 and Level 3 Vocational Qualifications Centre for 
the Economics of  Education (2007).

7	 Ibid.

8	 See for example Chevalier A and Conlon G, Does it 
Pay to Attend a Prestigious University? Centre for the 
Economics of  Education Discussion Paper 33 (2003).

9	 See for example Organisation for Economic Co-
Operation and Development, Tackling the Jobs Crisis 
– The Labour Market and Social Policy Response, Theme 
3: Helping Youth to Get a Firm Foothold in the Labour 
Market. Background Document to OECD Labour and 
Employment Ministerial Meeting (September 2009); 
Coles B, Godfrey C, Keung A, Parrott S and Bradshaw J, 
Estimating the Lifetime Cost of  NEET University of  York 
(2010).

Annex A Trends in leading indicators and 
future work to develop them
1	 Department of  Health, Healthy Lives, Healthy People: 

Transparency in Outcomes – Proposals for a Public Health 
Outcomes Framework (2010).

2	 Field F, The Foundation Years: Preventing Poor People 
Becoming Poor Adults – The report of  the Independent 
Review on Poverty and Life Chances (2010).

3	 Tickell C, The Early Years: Foundations for life, health and 
learning (2011).

7	 Journalism Training Forum, Journalists at Work: Their 
views on training, recruitment and conditions (2002).

8	 Panel on Fair Access to the Professions, Unleashing 
Aspiration: The final report of  the Panel on Fair Access to 
the Professions (2009).

9	 Davies E, Women on Boards (2011).

10	 http://www.bitc.org.uk/business_and_the_big_
society/business_commits/index.html

11	 Leitch S, Prosperity for all in the Global Economy – World 
class skills. Final Report of  the Leitch Review of  Skills 
(2006).

12	 Machin S et al, Differences in Labour Market Gains 
from Higher Education Participation. National Equality 
Panel (2009); Brewer M and Paull G, Newborns and 
New Schools: Critical times in women’s employment. 
Department for Work and Pensions Research Report 
308 (2006).

13	 Crawford C et al, Social Mobility: A literature review 
(2011).

14	 Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, Skills for 
Sustainable Growth (2010).

15	 Eurostat data (2009).

16	 National Equality Panel, An Anatomy of  Economic 
Inequality in the UK. Government Equalities Office 
(2010).

17	 Office for National Statistics, Labour Force Survey. 
Quarter 4 (2010).

18	 Office for National Statistics, Wealth and Assets Survey, 
2006/08 (2009).

19	 Department for Work and Pensions, Family Resources 
Survey 2008-09 (2010).

20	 The Wealth and Assets Survey found that 64% of  
people are not contributing to a private pension. 
Office for National Statistics, Wealth and Assets Survey 
2006/08 (2009).

21	 Office for National Statistics, Wealth and Assets Survey 
2006/08 (2009).

22	 Morton A, Making Housing Affordable: A new vision for 
housing policy. Policy Exchange (2010).

23	 Council of  Mortgage Lenders, First-Time Buyers – Are 
they really getting older? (2009).

24	 Economic and Social Data Service, 2008 Labour Force 
Survey (2009).

25	 Keep M, Household Projections in England and the Regions: 
2006–2031. House of  Commons Standard Note 
(2009).

26	 Morton A, Making Housing Affordable: A new vision for 
housing policy. Policy Exchange (2010).



Cabinet Office 
22 Whitehall 
London SW1A 2WH

Publication date: April 2011

© Crown copyright 2011

You may re-use this information (not including 
logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. 

To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.
gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ or write 
to the Information Policy Team, The National 
Archives,Kew, London TW9 4DU, or e-mail:  
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This document is also available from our website at 
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Ref: 404929/0411 April 2011

Opening Doors, 
Breaking Barriers: 
A Strategy for  
Social Mobility 

O
pening D

oors, B
reaking B

arriers: A
 Strategy for Social M

obility


